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The campaign passed away, our troops always re-
treating, the Imperialists always gaining ground; they
continually increasing in numbers; we diminishing
little by little every day. The Marechal de Villeroy and
Prince Eugene each took up his winter quarters and
crossed the frontier: M. de Savoie returned to Turin,
and Catinat went to Paris. The King received him
well, but spoke of nothing but unimportant matters,
and gave him no private audience, nor did he ask for
one.

Prince Eugene, who was more knowing than the
Marechal de Villeroy, had obliged him to winter in
the midst of the Milanese, and kept him closely pressed
there, while his own troops enjoyed perfect liberty, by
means of which they much disturbed ours. In this
advantageous situation, Prince Eugene conceived the
design of surprising the centre of our quarters, and
by that blow to make himself master of our positions,
and afterwards of Milan, and other places of the coun-
try, all in very bad order; thus finishing effectively and
suddenly his conquest.

Cremona was our centre, and it was defended by a
strong garrison. Prince Eugene ascertained that there
was at Cremona an ancient aqueduct which extended
far out into the country, and which started from the
town in the vault of a house occupied by a priest. He
also learnt that this aqueduct had been recently cleaned,
but that it carried very little water, and that in former
times the town had been surprised by means of it.
He caused the entrance of the aqueduct, in the country,
to be reconnoitred, he gained over the priest in whose
vault it ended, and who lived close to one of the gates